Evidence for Defence.
Herbert Rowse Armstrong
taken from her home. As regards the second will, I told Miss
Friend in August, 1920, that my wife had made a second will,
so that from that time she would know that the will which she was
in possession of, the 1917 will, ha3 been superseded. 1 had not
only made up my mind, but I had in fact told Miss Pearce as;
to my intentions about the £12 a year, that I would pay her £12
a year. I told her that after my wife's death. As I have already
stated, I intended to use my wife's money upon the children's
schooling. As a matter of fact, the eldest girl is at school at
Malvern and the boy is at Monckton Coombe Junior School, out-
side Bath. They are both good schools. I took the boy down to
Bath about the 13th or 14th May; I am not sure of the date. My
girl has been kept at the same school she was at when my wife
was alive. The school at Monckton to which my boy was sent was
the school which my wife in her lifetime had chosen for him.
As a matter of fact, instead of spending my wife's estate in paying
for those two schools, I have paid some cheques out of my own
money. As regards the entry at the end of the diary for 1920,
that entry was not written with the idea that all sorts of people
would be asked whether they could read it or not; it was an entry
for my own information to refresh my memory.
The Attorney-General has suggested to you that it was put
upon that page before Mr. Barnet, of Camomile Street, had writ-
ten his name lower down?—From my recollection it was put in
because I had met Mr. Barnet in November.
And Mr. Barnet had been handed this book and made that
entry?—In a railway carriage.
That left this little space which the jury have seen above
Mr. Barnet's name ?—Yes. As regards the entry on early potatoes,
as a matter of fact, I buy my potatoes early in the year for the
purpose of getting them sprouting. That would be one of the
late notes in my book.
You were asked why it was that you did not use for the
purpose of the weed-killer any of the arsenic which you purchased
on the llth January, and you said that between the llth January
and the 22nd, when your wife came back, there would only have
been one Saturday?—Yes.
I want you to look at your diary for 1921, and there you find
in the diary a note that upon that one Saturday you were in bed
ill?—I find it is so, 1 was in bed ill. The diary shows that I
was also in bed ill on the 13th, 14th, and 15th, and partially on
the 16th.
Mr. justice dahling—You had still got it intact.
Re-examination continued—Let us get that quite clear. When
you bought it in January, 1921, did you put it into the cupboard
or the bureau 7—I put it in the study cupboard.
There it remained until when?—Until I returned from my
holidays in the middle of May. I did not touch it from January
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